One song says “I AMwhat I AM.”
Another says “I've been to PARA-
DISE, but I’ve NEVER been to ME.”

As summer winds down, bringing another season of parties
and gay pride celebrations to an end, this may be a good time
to remember that we are celebrating how God made us, a time
to recognize the importance of being honest with ourselves
and the world around us.

The gay anthem from La Cage Au Folles proclaims, “I am
what I am, and what I am needs no excuses.” How true this
is; no excuses are necessary for God’s handiwork. You are made
in his image and likeness, an individual worthy of love and
respect, who is irreplaceable.

In fact, awareness of yourself and a true m
undertanding of your role in life is
the first step on the road to holiness.
Thomas Merton, the Trappist monk
and well-known writer, once ob-
served, “For me to be a saint means
to be myself. Therefore the problem
of sanctity and salvation is in fact the
problem of finding out who I am and
of discovering my true self... God

Have you been to you? Have you gotten to know yourself and
your own unique role in the universe?

There is no single black-and-white response to the challenge of
knowing who you are. But here’s a place to start: by baptism, you
are a child of God and heir to an ancient heritage of people like
you who have faced the same question together. The Catholic
tradition holds millennia of accumulated wisdom to help you dis-
cover your true self, who you are, unencumbered by the con-
straints of time and space.

In the gay and lesbian community, many hunger for uncondi-
tional love that has often been denied them by parents, partners,
politicians and yes, even priests. Many have felt unwelcome even
in their own Church, to which they have a right to membership
by baptism. At St. Victor’s, the gay and lesbian community is
welcome to reclaim their right to membership in the People of
God, just as you are. No matter what your journey, no matter
what your pain or hurt or history, you are welcome. We extend a

special invitation to you to attend our HIV Mass on Sun-
day, September 13 at 2:30 p.m., for those living with
the virus and to remember those we have lost to it.
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Come home to St.Victor’s.
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